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SUBJECT: UN PRESS SPOKESMAN'S COMMENTS ON VIETNAM APR 4 

REF: USUN 1082 

1. AT NOON PRESS BRIEFING APR 4 UN PRESS SPOKESMAN SAID THAT NEW 
YORK TIMES ARTICLE APR 3 QUOTING WALDHEIM ON VIETNAM HUMANI- 
TARIAN EFFORT "WAS NOT STRICTLY ACCURATE," AND THAT QUOTE IT SHOULD 
HAVE READ: "THERE IS A WAR GOING ON. AND ONE SIDE HAS 

OCCUPIED A PART OF THE TERRITORY AND DOES NOT WANT TO COOPERATE 
AND THIS CREATES A POLITICAL PROBLEM. IT IS NOT IN THE INTEREST 
OF THE HUMANITARIAN WORK OF THE UN IN THE AREA FOR THE UN TO 
GET INVOLVED IN THIS POLITICAL ASPECT." ASKED WHEN 
WALDHEIM LEARNED PRG WOULD NOT COOPERATE, POWELL SAID APR 3 
WALDHEIM RECEIVED A MESSAGE FROM HANOI THROUGH THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE EMBASSY IN PARIS AND WAS TOLD BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER 
OF REFUGEES WHO CONTACTED PRG APR 1 THAT PRG WOULD NOT RESPOND 
TO AN APPEAL FOR EVACUATION OF DISPLACED PERSONS. 

2. POWELL ALSO STATED THAT PRG HAD MADE REQUEST TO UNICEF FOR 
EMERGENCY AID FOR SIX MILLION PEOPLE (TWO MILLION CHILDREN) TO 
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DRUGS AND FORTIFIERS (DIET SUPPLEMENTS AND VITAMINS). REPS OF 
UNICEF AND UNHCR CURRENTLY DISCUSSING THIS REQUEST WITH PRG 
REPS IN HANOI. 

3. POWELL ADDED THAT BOTH BRITISH AND SWEDES HAVE ANNOUNCED 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO UN HUMANITARIAN RELIEF PROGRAM, BUT HAVE NOT 
RELAYED THESE TO UN HEADQUARTERS OFFICIALLY YET. HE SAID 
WALDHEIM CONTINUES TALKS WITH HIS STAFF IN ROME ON SPEEDING UP 
UN HUMANITARIAN EFFORT IN VIETNAM WITH ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL. 

4. ASKED ABOUT WALDHEIM S REACTION TO FORD'S STATEMENT APR 3 
IN HIS NEWS CONFERENCE APPEALING TO UN TO HELP INNOCENT PEOPLE 
TO LEAVE AND GO TO AREAS OF THEIR CHOICE, POWELL REPLIED "WE 
HAVE BEEN OVER THAT." PRESSED FURTHER, POWELL NOTED THAT AMB 
SCALI HAD VISITED WALDHEIM ON TUESDAY APR 1 AND SYG 

HAD EXPLAINED TO SCALI SITUATION AS HE SAW IT. 
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